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Recent records on the avifauna of Hutcheson l\'Iemorial Forest 
CharJe5 J:t"'. Leck 

Rut~ers Uni\·ersit)· 

Leck, Charles F. (Rutgers University, Ne\,· Bruns\vick, 
~.J.) Recent records on the avifauna of llutcheson llemorial 
1-'orest. Hutcheson i\lemorial Forest Bull. 21-l): 2.:;. 1971. 
SL'vcn spe{'it's of birds not previou~I)· reported frum l-Iut• 
t:hcson )len1orial f'orest art! listec.l. Xe\\. irlformatiur.. on th~ 
~talU$ of fivt! others is also recorded. 

Since the first annotated list of the bir<ls of l·lut­
cheson l\'lemrJrial Forest (S,\·inebroad, 1962) there 
has been continued interest and research on its a,•i­
f auna. It is onl\· natural th tin that tl1ese recent ,,ears . •· 
have acldecl ne,v information, that i::; briefl~· sum-
n1arized ,vith this note. 1'he n1ature oak forest (de­
scribed bj· Bt1ell, 1957) is surrounded b)· fields ancl 
located in central Somerset Count)·, Ne\v Jerse}·. 

Species list of significant records 

Cooper's Ha\\'k (Accip-iter coo1>e1ii) - a ne,\· species 
for 1-Il\tIF; rare \'isitor. · 

Reel-tailed lla,\·k (Bitteo ju1;1uice-,.i.';is) - a ne\,. species 
for l-Il\'IF; recorded on the forest edge se,·eral times. 

Sparro,~· Ha,·vk (Fc1lco s1>ar't1eriits) - breeding at the 
forest no,v ,·erifi~d. 

Ruffed Grouse (Bo1iasa unibellt,s) - a ne,\· species 
for Hl\'IF; onl)· 1 record. 

Killdeer (Cha,·adrius vocife·n,s) - a ne,\· species for 
1-IAIF; occasional along Spook}· Brook. 

,~·oodcock (Philoliela 11linor) - a ne\', species fo1· 
HlvlF; ma)· brt!ed. 

:\lottrning Do,·e (Ze,iaidltra ntc1cro·zt1'a) - breeding at 
for~st no\\" \·erified. 

Red-bellied \\~oodp~cker (CeittltT'"lts cct1·oli1tlt.s) - has 
regained its· status as a permanent resiclent in 
recent )'ear·s. · 

Yello,v-belliecl Sapsucker (Sphy1·a1,icu., vcttizts) - a 
ne,v species for l-Il\1F; probably a regttlar l>ut un­
common transient. 

Scis~or·tailed Fl~·catcher (~llt,.,:-cirorct fo1t'ic·afaJ - a 
ne,,· spec·ie;; for H:\IF; a ,,·estt>rn accidental ( 16 lla\· 
197() I. • 

Black•c:a1JI>Pcl Chickatleei ( Petr,~~ c,t,·ictt/JillP(S) - has 
continurcl breecling at the for~.5t since 19ol. 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Phe-2,cticl(S li(dot;-icia1tllS) -
has no,\· become a nesting sumn1er resident. 

In a<ldition to the abo,·e record::;. it is pos.~ib?e to make 
predictions of species that shot1!d be l'ecorded at Hi.\IF' 
in the ne,ir future. The5e ,,·ottld include the Sharp• 
sl1innecl H,l,vk (Acci'piter stri<rtu.~J, Red-headed \\" ood­
pecker (.llelane>pes e1·ytl1r<)Cepl1<tltts). \Varbling 
\'ireo rt,•i,·eo gilz.·z,s), and se,·eral finche~ (Hespe1i­
pllo1ia i·es11erti'lta, Ca1podc1cu~ t1le~:icatlz,s. SpitiltS 
pi1l!tS). . . 

Thus-. \\·bile the forest is es-5entiall\· a stable habi-• 
tat, there continue to be chan~es ancl aclditions to the 
avifaLtna. Some of the additions. simply fill gaps in 
our earlier kno,,·Ie,lge, ,,·hile others reflect broader 
cl1anges in tl1e statt1s of the species ,,·ithin the State, 
such a~ the north,\·arcl expansion of the Red-bellied 
\Vood1)ecker. A continued sur,·eillance of the forest 
is anticipated ,·vith futt1re research. 

Ackno,,·le(lgrnents are extendecl to the ,\.incote 
Bird Club, records in the doctoral dig5ertation of 
John Kricher, and the ob:;er,·ations of other field 
\\·orkers. 
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