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Introduction

New Jersey, the fifth smallest of our fifty states, has a land
area of only 7,509 square miles. Measured at its greatest length,
from High Point near the northwest boundary to the southeastern
tip of Cape May, the state extends 166 miles. At its greatest
width from east to west the state is only fifty-seven miles wide;
in midstate this distance narrows, and a line drawn from Trenton
on the west to the Raritan Bay at the northeast would measure
only thirty-two miles. |

According to census figures, the 1970 population of New
Jersey totaled 7,168,164, an average of 954 persons per square
mile. This makes New Jersey the most densely populated of the
fifty states. Perhaps more startling is the fact that New Jersey
has more people per square mile than India, Japan, or the
Netherlands, areas that usually are considered to be overcrowded.

Economically, New Jersey is highly industrialized and ranks
seventh among all states in value of total industrial production.
It is first of all states in the manufacture of chemicals, its leading
industry.. The state’s other important industrial products include
electrical machinery, food products, fabricated metal products,
and transportation equipment. While the relative importance of
agriculture has been declining sharply, 24 percent of the total
land of New Jersey is still used for poultry and dairy farming
or for the growing of vegetables, fruit, grain, hay, and ornamental
plants. Of these products, eggs are the most important economi-
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cally. In the mid-1960s the state ranked tenth in the number of
eggs produced, second in the crop value of asparagus, and third in
tomato cannery production. |

Mining and quarrying operations, while less significant in the
state’s economy, show their imaprint on the New Jersey landscape
principally in the form of traprock quarries and sand and gravel
pits. | |

To accommodate these industrial activities as well as the
needs of its population, the state has built what is often described
as “a beautiful network” of highways; it carries the densest flow
of traffic in the world. |

In spite of its relatively small land mass, its dense popula-
tion, its advanced state of economic development, and its highly
developed transportation facilities, New Jersey still has some
natural vegetation. Even more surprising is the great variety in
the vegetation—the landscape diversity —that now exists in the
state. Although the main purpose of this work is to describe the
vegetation of New Jersey in terms of its appearance and plant
composition, it is equally important to explain why the vegeta-
tion is now what it is. The authors hope that a fuller apprecia-
tion and understanding of the present natural landscape will
stimulate more ‘nterest in and concern about what we may leave
behind for those who live after us. It is the people who have the
ultimate responsibility for the use of our land resources and for
the selection of actions that will have a significant impact on the
future landscape of the state. Thus an informed public is neces-
sary to ensure that wise decisions are made today to preserve a
legacy for future generations.

To achieve these purposes, this boock provides, first, a back-
ground for understanding why the vegetation of New Jersey is
what it is today; second, a description of the present vegetation
of the state; and finally, a look into the future of vegetation and
man in New Jersey. | | |

Throughout the text each plant is referred to by its common
English name if one exists; the Appendix contains a two-way
cross-reference between the common and scientific (Latin) names
for each plant. No attempt is made to describe the botanical
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teatures of the hundreds of plants that are mentioned in the text.
Instead, a list of references to plant identification is given in
Appendix Il Also included in the Appendix is a guide to loca-
tions where the vegetation types of New Jersey can be seen.
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